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Archbishop says Syria is locked in ‘mur-
derous stalemate’

An archbishop in Syria has described how the coun-
try is “locked in a murderous stalemate” and has
told how his people say farewell to one another af-

ter Sunday Mass uncertain if they will meet again.

Bishop urges faithful to face ‘the reality
of hell’ in Lent

The Bishop of Shrewsbury will urge Catholics to
confront the “terrifying reality” of hell in a Lenten
pastoral letter. Quoting from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, Bishop Mark Davies will remind
his flock of the “terrifying reality of which the Gos-
pel repeatedly speaks: ‘immediate and everlasting
damnation’”. “For ‘to die in mortal sin without re-
penting and accepting God’s merciful love,” the Cat-
echism explains, ‘means remaining separated from
him forever by our own free choice.’ Yes, this is the
real and everlasting choice of our lives,” he will say.
Bishop Davies will also encourage the faithful to re-
gain their “perspective of eternity”” during Lent.




Gospel Trail Springs To Life In The
Holy Land

A new project launched by Jews and Chris-
tians in the Holy Land offers pilgrims the chance to
walk the land of the Bible in the footsteps of Jesus
and experience the places where he lived and
ministered. This is a unique opportunity' to connect
with 'the beginning of Christianity,' project manager
Amir Moran told CNA in Nazareth. The 'Gospel
Trail,' which has been open to the public since No-
vember of last year, follows historical paths that Je-
sus took when he left his childhood home of Naza-
reth and began his ministry around Capernaum near
the Sea of Galilee. When you walk on these trails
with these sites and these landscapes you feel just
like' the disciples, Moran said, noting that the initia-
tive officially launched at a Nov. 29 ceremony held
by local Church leaders. The project manager, who
1s Jewish, said the idea for the trail came to him about
10 years ago. Over the course of three treks along
the Christian pilgrimage route the Camino de San-
tiago (Way of St. James), Moran felt even more of
an impetus to create the trail.

The primary route begins at Mount Precipice,
mentioned in Luke 4:28-30, which recounts the peo-
ple of Nazareth attempting to drive Christ off a cliff
in response to his teachings. This route also winds
through the Jezreel Valley, passes through the Beit
Qeshet Oak Reserve, and skirts the cliffs of 1,000
ft.-tall cliffs of Arbel Mountain, before going by
Magdala, Tabgha and Capernaum. A secondary
route includes Mount Tabor and the Church of the
Transfiguration, the town of Cana, the extinct vol-
cano Karnei Hattin (the Horns of Hattin), Mount
Arbel and the Mount of Beatitudes. Both routes
culminate at the Sea of Galilee, where Gospel Trail
participants will conclude their spiritual journey at
the Sea of Galilee. A special dock on the shoreline
was also created to provide areas for prayer and
inspirational solitude. Overall, the project has been
'a great joy' from start to finish, Moran said, urging
those interested to look into visiting.

Italian Astronaut Glimpsed God's
Beauty While In Space

The Italian astronaut who spoke to Pope Benedict
XVI from space says that being in orbit inspires deep
contemplation and raises the mind and heart to God.,
Tt's the beauty,' Roberto Vittori told CNA, 'the beauty|
of the earth seen from space, the beauty of nature,
the beauty of the blue planet,' which show 'there must
be something beyond science and technology. Dur-
ing the 18-minute conversation the Pope asked the
Italian astronaut if 'in the midst of your intense work
and research' did he ever 'stop to reflect like this or]
perhaps say a prayer to the Creator? Vittori informed
the Pope that 'T do pray for me, for our families, for
our future. 'A video conference is something stand-
ard on board the International Space Station,' Vittori
explained, but he added that 'that video conference
nevertheless was special. "That type of opportunity|
was perceived as special, not only for the technical-
ity, for the beauty of the scenario, but also for the
depth of the messages that were filtering through the
radio from the Vatican.'

95-year-old woman gets out of coffin
after death

] '-:‘:q'__.'_::
A Chinese woman who was thought to have passed

away woke up six days after she had supposedly|
died. 95-year- old Li Xiufeng was found in bed
motionless and not breathing by a neighbour two
weeks after tripping and suffering a head injury at
her home in Beiliu, Guangxi Province. When the
neighbour could not wake her up, they feared the
worst and thought the elderly woman had died. She
was placed in a coffin, which was kept in her house
unsealed under Chinese tradition for friends and rela
tives to pay respects. But the day before the fu-
neral, neighbours found an empty coffin, and later
discovered that the woman had woken up, and wasg
in her kitchen cooking.




Getting Kids, Youths Interested In
Adoration

It’s not as difficult as one thinks, says Fr
Antoine Thomas, who promotes children’s Eucharis-
tic adoration ““You see, they put Jesus in that little box
over there and He’s all alone. Can you tell your
mommy, ‘After we finish our shopping, can we drop
by the church to visit Jesus in His little box?"”” This
was one intriguing suggestion. Fr Antoine Thomas
gave on how adults can get children interested in
Eucharistic adoration.

Murder in the classroom: questions and

lessons

I could not believe what I had heard: A ninth standard
student stabbed his teacher to death inside class
room . When I heard where it happened, my heart
sank. No one would have imagined such a gruesome
event could take place at St Mary’s Anglo-Indian
Higher Secondary school, run by a wonderful group
of Salesians, in the heart of Chennai.

Everyone in the school - the management, her
colleagues, parents and students — affirm that the vic-
tim, Uma Maheswari, was a capable, committed
teacher who,whenever needed, would spend her
money to buy food for her students. What was her
mistake? According to the student’s own statement
made to the police, he was upset with the remarks
the teacher wrote in his school diary that he was not
doing well in Hindi. This is an old practice that many
schools follow to inform the parents about their ward’s

performance and progress.

Is this such a heinous crime that would make a 15-
year-old stab his teacher 14 times? The boy, a Mus-
lim, is said to be a quiet boy from a well-to-do family.
He reportedly received a hundred rupees every day
for pocket money. Scolded by his parents for his per-
formance, he was worried that he might fail in Hindi.
He reportedly told the police that what gave him the
idea was a recent Hindi movie that he watched re-
peatedly — Hritik Roshan’s Agnipath.

Ever since this happened, the local media have
posed to educators, child psychologists, teachers, par-
ents and students themselves the central questions
this shocking murder raises: What is wrong? Who or
what is responsible for such a crime? What should
be done?

The Indian education system has failed in in-
stilling values in students as it rewards marks and not
how good a human being the student is becoming. In
this system, marks are more important than the stu-
dent’s knowledge, intelligence and talents, and even
behavior. So the students are focused on getting more
marks —not knowing more, not developing their tal-
ents, not becoming good humans. Just more marks.
As part of the new education policy mandated by the
new RTE (Right To Education) law, no student can
be sent out of the school for any reason. No student
should be detained in any class up to the ninth stand-
ard. No corporal or psychological punishment what-
ever. All these are good norms by themselves born of

good intentions. But what are the unintended




consequences? Unless the student is self-motivated,
there is no way the school or the teacher or the par-
ent can motivate him to learn whatever he needs to
before he moves up to the next standard. For such
students who keep moving up without learning much,
ninth standard becomes a nightmare, as they have to
face exams for the first time.

Most schools worry about the student’s academic life,
ignoring his qualities, emotions and psychological prob-
lems. So schools need not merely good teachers, but
also good, trained counselors. Adopting the mentoring
system may be helpful in the present scenario. This
means a teacher will also be a mentor — a caring,
concerned guide.

Yoga, meditation and good books will also help.
Schools should have a compulsory module on stress
management. They need a mechanism to identify and
resolve violent streaks in students. In this case, how
is it that the boy’s parents never knew the mood of
their son who had carried a knife to the school for
three days, looking for the right time to attack his
teacher? How is it they never sensed the aggression
boiling within his heart? How is it they never thought
of the possible impact of a violent film that he kept
watching in his room?

If parents remain as ignorant as teachers and class-
mates of their son’s inner turmoil that makes him a

determined killer, then they are not really

parents. Parents should find more time for their chil-
dren and get to know their joys and problems and
actively and promptly help them to deal with what-
ever troubles them.

It is not enough that teachers inform the manage-
ment and parents of the student’s lack of progress. It
is important that they come across to everyone, es-
pecially the struggling students, as concerned, caring
guides. Students today are under immense pressure.
Many of them grow in a negative environment due to
dysfunctional families, abusive parents, exaggerated
expectations from parents and teachers, bullying and
peer pressure in the school. What they may seek to
escape from the stress caused by all these — films,
video games and cell phones — may harm them in-
stead of helping them. The student who is not able to
handle the pressure or even talk about it is so frus-
trated that he thinks of suicide or harming others.
Not all children learn the wrong lessons from media.
But movies that show gangsters to be cool, or video
games where winning depends on the number of peo-
ple you can gun down, or websites that teach people
how to die or kill can act as dangerous triggers to
troubled students. The shocking murder at St Mary’s
has made the entire nation discuss all such issues. A
committed teacher is dead but she has turned the fo-

cus on things that we may have ignored for years.
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